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Academic Calendar in Some Countries of The World and The
Possibility to Take Advantage of it in Saudi Arabia: A Comparative
Study

Abstract:

Time plays an important role in education, gaining great
interest of educational systems worldwide and all curricula are
scheduled in a way achieving educational objectives. Many
teachers and educational supervisors complain that they cannot
complete the assigned tasks in the deadline due to the lack of time.
Thus, this study aims to develop the academic calendar in the
Saudi Arabia in light of the experience of some countries of the
world. This may be resolved through increasing hours of the
academic day including sessions, breaks, and academic year
including weeks, semesters, and public holidays, in order to
improve the education outputs and allow students more learning as
much as possible. To achieve the study aims, the Researcher uses
the Descriptive Method of George Bereday that, on a progressive
basis, describes the academic calendar in the comparing countries,
explains the academic calendar in light of the influential factors and
forces, compares the data in analytical tables, and develops the
proposed perspective to improve the academic calendar. The study
reaches many outcomes as follows: the number of the academic

hours is the lowest among the comparing countries; the lesson time
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is short; the daily breaks are insufficient; the number of academic
days per week is similar to the average days in the comparing
countries; the number of classrooms is less than the average in the
comparing countries; and the academic year days are the lowest
while holidays are the greatest among the comparing countries. In
light of the outcomes, the study concluded by developing the

proposed prospective of the academic calendar in Saudi Arabia.
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